                             MINUTES, MSPB REGULAR MEETING, 9/08//2009 – PAGE 2 


MINUTES

Merit System Protection Board, Escambia County

September 8, 2009

5:00 p.m.

The Merit System Protection Board convened in regular session at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 11, 2009 with the following MSPB members and staff present:

MEMBERS:

STAFF:

Dan C. Bates, Jr., Chairman

Kay House, Director




Lt. Eddie Henderson (Retired), Vice- Chairman

Attorney V. Keith Wells

Father Jack Gray

Ms. Shirley Terrell

Dr. Ulyssess Hughes
The Chairman called the meeting to order and recognized Father Jack, who offered the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, led by Lt. Henderson. There being no additions or corrections to the agenda, Father Jack moved to adopt the agenda; Ms. Terrell seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Upon call for the approval of the minutes of the MSPB Regular meeting on Tuesday, August 11, 2009, Lt. Henderson motion for approval; Father Jack seconded and the motion carried unanimously.    

VII. 
PUBLIC FORUM  

VIII. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS



Dan C. Bates, Jr. – Representative of Board of County Commissioners



Father Jack Gray – Representative of the Sheriff

MSPB Director, Kay House and MSPB Attorney, V. Keith Wells presented awards of appreciation to the outgoing board members for services rendered since the establishment of MSPB, October.  For the record, the awards read as follows:




Dan C. Bates, Jr.




October 2005 – October 2009

The employees of this government acknowledge and appreciate you for your distinguished service, commitment of the time and exemplary diligence to the Merit System Protection Board of Escambia County.  Your service as Chairman and your dedication in upholding the principles to the employee’s right for a merit system that provides equality, fairness, and justice in the workplace is commendable. 




Father Jack Gray




October 2005 – October 2009

The employees of this government acknowledge and appreciate you for your distinguished service, commitment of time and exemplary diligence to the Merit System Protection board of Escambia County.  Your service as Chairman, Ordinance Review Committee and your dedication in upholding the principles to the employee’s right for a merit system that provides equality, fairness, and justice in the workplace is commendable.

Board Chairman submitted for the record a letter acknowledging the honor a privilege to serve as a Chairman.  He gave sincere thanks for the opportunity to service along side men and women of integrity.  He requested that this letter be made part of MSPB records.
VIII. OLD BUSINESS

a. MSPB Budget for FY 2009-2010 (Tab 2a)

Mrs. House informed the MSPB members that the last Budget Meeting for the next fiscal year is scheduled for September 17, 2009; unless there are further changes, the MSPB budget for the 2009-2010 fiscal year is $51,084.
Mrs. House informed the MSPB that the County has agreed in writing to modify the penalty phase of the MSPB Ordinance for the Sheriff’s employees only; the change in the Ordinance will not apply to the employees of the Board of County Commissioners. However, during the board session Ms. LoVoy acknowledged other changes are proposed to the Ordinance in addition to the penalty phase.  A copy of those proposed changes were given to Board Chairman Bates during regular meeting with County Administrator, Bob McLaughlin, July 16, 2009. Those changes were then presented to the Board for the first time.
IX.       NEW BUSINESS

Mrs. House acknowledges Sheriff David Morgan’s appointment for the next term.  The Sheriff’s appointment for October 2009 through October 2010 is Captain James Morris.  Captain Morris will be sworn in by Chief Judge Terry Terrell in the first board meeting for the fiscal year, October 13, 2009. 
X.
REPORT FROM APPOINTING AUTHORITY AND ELECTED OFFICIALS

a. Board of County Commissioners

Mr. Peter Smith was in attendance representing the BCC, Human Resources Department; Ms. Susan Hendrix was in attendance representing the Office of the County Administrator.
b.  Sheriff
Sheriff David Morgan was present and gave sincere appreciation to Father Jack Gray for services rendered as the appointment of Sheriff Ron McNesby.

c. Santa Rosa Island Authority (SRIA)

Mrs. Jayne Bell, Director of Administration was in attendance representing the Santa Rosa Island Authority.

XI.
     INFORMATION and STAFF REQUEST

a. Current Financial Statement

Mrs. House presented the MSPB budget with a spreadsheet outlining expenditures by object code, including an explanation for each expenditure, and the current balance for each object code to date.  

Mrs. House informed the board members that a Notice of Appeal has been received from an employee assigned to the Board of County Commissioners.  Mediation has been offered; however, if both parties must be willing to participate in mediation.  If mediation is rejected by either party, the case will come to the Board for a Hearing.  The Office of the Merit System Protection Board is awaiting a response from the County.
XI. ATTORNEY’S REPORT

Attorney Wells expressed sincere pleasure to serve as legal counsel and further expressed a willingness to continue to service as legal counsel for the Merit System Protection Board.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m.


