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News Release 09-1220- Red Bulb #6
Sixth Red Bulb Appears in Fire Wreath
“Keep the Wreath Green” Holiday Fire Safety Campaign
On December 1, 2009, Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department kicked off the “Keep the Wreath Green” holiday fire safety campaign. Today a green bulb will be replaced with a red bulb in each wreath representing a residential fire that occurred on Sunday, December 20.

Red Bulb #6- On Sunday, December 20 at 12:05 p.m. a fire was reported in the 8100 block of Eight Mile Creek Road. When firefighters arrived on scene, they found a fire in the living room of the home. The fire, declared out at 12:27 p.m., caused moderate damage to the living room and there were no injuries reported. The cause of the fire is believed to have been from a lit candle that was left unattended. Firefighters from Bellview, Ensley, Beulah, Osceola, and the Navy responded to the fire. 
Escambia County Fire Rescue would also like to remind everyone to be safe during this season and offers a few safety tips involving candles:

· Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won’t tip over easily.

· Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered surface.

· Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any loose clothing away from the flame.

· Don’t burn a candle all the way down — put it out before it gets too close to the holder or container.

· Never use a candle if oxygen is used in the home.

· Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go to bed. Avoid the use of candles in the bedroom and other areas where people may fall asleep.

· Keep candles at least 12 inches away from anything that can burn.
Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department will continue the “Keep the Wreath Green” fire safety campaign throughout the holiday season. This year, the sixth year of the campaign, five-foot wreaths will be on display at 28 different locations throughout the holiday season. These sites are the Old Escambia County Courthouse on Palafox Place, Pensacola City Hall on Main Street, the Public Safety Building on W Street, all 18 primary county fire stations, five stations within the City of Pensacola, Cordova Mall and one mobile display. Every time firefighters respond to a residential fire a green light bulb will be replaced with a red one to remind citizens of the dangers posed by holiday decorations. 
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To help citizens stay safe and “keep the wreath green”; Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department have daily holiday safety tips. The tips for December 21 and 22, 2009 are: 

Dec. 21
Have a fire extinguisher available in your home and make sure it is fully charged. Remember the acronym PASS: Pull the pin. Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire. Squeeze the trigger level. Sweep the stream side-to-side at the base of the fire. If the fire is out of control, do not attempt to fight the fire. Exit your home and call 911.
Dec. 21
Use candles with care. Keep candles out of the reach of children and pets. Burn candles inside a one foot circle of safety, free of anything that can ignite. Use sturdy candle holders that will not tip over. Never leave a burning candle unattended.

Escambia County Fire-Rescue encourages everyone to have a safe and happy holiday season. If you have additional questions regarding fire safety or “Keep the Wreath Green”, please contact Lt. Daniel Akerman at (850) 393-0672.
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