PAGE  

[image: image1]News Release

Escambia County 

Office of Public Information and Communications

221 Palafox Place, Suite 410, Pensacola FL 32502


December 15, 2010

News Release 10-1215- Red Bulb #9-10
Ninth and Tenth Red Bulb Appears in Fire Wreath
“Keep the Wreath Green” Holiday Fire Safety Campaign
On December 1, Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department kicked off the “Keep the Wreath Green” holiday fire safety campaign. Today two green bulbs will be replaced with red bulbs in each County wreath representing two residential fires that occurred on Tuesday, December 14 and Wednesday, December 15.

Red Bulb #9 On Tuesday, December 14 at 11:11 p.m. a fire was reported in the 1900 block of Southwind Circle. When firefighters arrived they found fire in the garage and laundry room of the home. The fire was quickly spreading to the attic and kitchen. The fire, declared out at 12:15 a.m., caused major damage to the garage, laundry room, and part of the kitchen. The cause of the fire is under investigation by the Florida State Fire Marshal’s office. The smoke alarms alerted one adult to the fire, who was then able to wake the rest of the family. The entire family made it out of the fire safely. Firefighters from Myrtle Grove, Pleasant Grove, Warrington, Osceola and the Navy responded to the fire.
Red Bulb #10 On Wednesday, December 15 at 6:41 a.m. a fire was reported in the 3400 block of Blue Angel Parkway. When firefighters arrived they found heavy fire in the rear of the structure that was already spreading to other areas of the home. The fire, declared out at 8:18 a.m., caused major damage throughout the entire home. The cause of the fire is under investigation by the Florida State Fire Marshal’s office. There were no injuries reported by the three adult occupants of the home. Firefighters from Osceola, Pleasant Grove, Bellview, Myrtle Grove, Brent, West Pensacola and the Navy responded to the fire. 
Escambia County Fire Rescue and the City of Pensacola would like to remind everyone that smoke alarms save lives. Sixty-five percent of home fire deaths happen in homes with no smoke alarms at all or no smoke alarms that work. When there is a fire, smoke spreads fast and you need smoke alarms to give you time to get out. Here are a few safety tips concerning smoke alarms: 

·  Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate sleeping area and on every level of the home, including the basement. Interconnect all smoke alarms throughout the home. When one sounds, they all sound.

-More-
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· An ionization smoke alarm is generally more responsive to flaming fires and a photoelectric smoke alarm is generally more responsive to smoldering fires. For the best protection, both types of alarms or a combination alarm (photoelectric and ionization) should be installed in homes.
· Test alarms at least monthly by pushing the test button.
· Smoke rises; install smoke alarms following manufacturer’s instructions high on a wall or a ceiling. Save manufacturer’s instructions for testing and maintenance.
· Replace batteries in all smoke alarms at least once a year. If an alarm “chirps,” warning the battery is low, replace battery right away.
· Replace all smoke alarms, including alarms that use ten year batteries and hard-wired alarms, when they are ten years old or sooner if they do not respond properly when tested.
· Be sure the smoke alarm has the label of a recognized testing laboratory.
· Alarms that are hard-wired (and include battery backup) must be installed by a qualified electrician.
· If cooking fumes or steam sets off nuisance alarms, replace the alarm with an alarm that has a “hush” button. A “hush” button will reduce the alarm’s sensitivity for a short period of time.
· An ionization alarm with a hush button or photoelectric alarm should be used if the alarm is within 20 feet of a cooking appliance.
· Smoke alarms that include a recordable voice announcement, in addition to the usual alarm sound, may be helpful in waking children through the use of a familiar voice.
· Smoke alarms are available for people who are deaf or hard of hearing. These alarms use strobe lights. Vibration equipment can be added to these alarms.
· Smoke alarms are an important part of a home fire escape plan.

Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department will continue the “Keep the Wreath Green” fire safety campaign throughout the holiday season. This year, the seventh year of the campaign, five-foot wreaths will be on display at 30 different locations throughout the holiday season. These sites are the Old Escambia County Courthouse on Palafox Place, the Public Safety Building on W Street, the Central Office Complex on West Park Place, all 18 primary county fire stations, seven stations within the City of Pensacola, Cordova Mall and one mobile display. Every time firefighters respond to a residential fire a green light bulb will be replaced with a red one to remind citizens of the dangers posed by holiday decorations. 

To help citizens stay safe and “keep the wreath green”; Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department have daily holiday safety tips. The tips for December 15, 16 and 17 are: 

Dec. 15
If a fire starts while cooking, don’t panic and make sure you don’t try to move it. Many burns occur when people try to move pans of burning materials. Instead use a lid, baking powder or a fire extinguisher to extinguish the fire, then turn off the burner and allow the pan to cool before moving it.
-More-
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Dec. 16
Establish kid free zones in your home. These zones should be three foot buffer areas that children are not allowed in when items such as stoves, ovens, space heaters and other things that can burn are in use. Children must be taught about these zones and parents must enforce them.

Dec. 17
Are you giving someone a new bicycle as a gift this year? Don’t forget the helmet. Helmets should be worn by children and adults anytime they ride a bicycle, scooter, skate board or similar equipment. A helmet can be the difference between a few scratches or a brain injury.

Escambia County Fire-Rescue encourages everyone to have a safe and happy holiday season. If you have additional questions regarding fire safety or “Keep the Wreath Green”, please contact Lt. Daniel Akerman at (850) 393-0672.
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