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Escambia County – Tropical Storm Ida Update #4 
Utilities

· Gulf Power
· Expects widespread power outages from the storm and advises customers that some outages may last 48 hours or longer after the storm passes.
· Report power outages to 1-800-GU-POWER (1-800-487-6937)
· Escambia River Electric Cooperative
· To report outages is 1-877-OUT-EREC or 1-877-688-3732.
· Emerald Coast Utilities Authority 

· Residential sanitation collections will be cancelled Tuesday, November 10.  
· Tuesday collections will be on Wednesday, November 11.  
· Wednesday collections will be Thursday, November 12. 
· Thursday collections will be on Friday, November 13.  
· Friday collection will be on Saturday, November 14. 

· Commercial Service for Tuesday will be collected on Wednesday, November 11.  All other commercial collections will be on regularly scheduled days. 
· ECUA reminds customers to place their cans inside a garage or secure them well. 

City of Pensacola

· All structures and equipment at the Port are being secured and the Coast Guard has closed the Port. 

· City Operations ceased at 3 p.m. on Monday, November 9.  Normal operations will resume for all departments at 12 p.m. on Tuesday, November 10. 

· Sanitation Services will be closed on Tuesday, November 10 and Wednesday, November 11. 

· Tuesday, November 10 will be collected on Thursday, November 12. 

· Thursday, November 12 will be collected on Friday, November 13. 

· Friday, November 13 will be collected on Saturday, November 14. 

· Trash and yard debris collection will resume at 12 p.m. on Tuesday, November 10. 

Transportation/Bus Services
· Escambia County Area Transit is suspending bus operations.  The last buses left the Rosa Parks Transit Complex at 3:00 p.m. 

· ECAT buses on regular routes will complete their route and return to the transit complex.

· The 4:30 p.m. trolley run (Route 61) to Pensacola Beach for Monday is also cancelled. 
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Pensacola Beach
· There are extremely dangerous surf conditions at Pensacola Beach.  Surfers and swimmers are encouraged to stay out of the water. 

· Employees of the Bob Sikes Toll Plaza will not be manning the toll booths beginning at 5 p.m. on Monday, November 9.  Collections of tolls will cease until Tuesday, November 10.
Shelters
· Three shelters, two general population and one special needs are open. The shelters are:

· Pensacola High School Gymnasium 500 West Maxwell Street, Pensacola 32501
· Molino Park Elementary – will also serve as a pet shelter – Buildings 1-5, 899 Highway 97, Molino 32577
· West Florida Technical (Special Needs Only) - Buildings 25 and 26, 2400 Longleaf Drive, Pensacola 32526
· Escambia County Area Transit will provide transportation to shelters as needed. Residents can call 595-3228 to arrange for transportation.
· Maps can be found online at www.bereadyescambia.com/shelters/shelter_maps.php.
· Registration information for pets and the pet shelter can be found at www.bereadyescambia.com/pdf/PetShelterAgreementAndRegistration.pdf.

Traffic Concerns
· If you approach a traffic signal where the power is out please treat the intersection as a four way stop.
· If you approach standing water in the roadways, turn around and take an alternate route.

Law Enforcement

· The Escambia County Sheriff’s Administrative Offices closed at 12 p.m. Monday and will be closed Tuesday, November 10. 
· A citizen may call 436-9630 for law enforcement related questions. For all emergencies, please call 911.
Military  

· Naval Hospital is rescheduling Tuesday, November 10 appointments and all elective surgeries.   

· Naval Hospital Pensacola staff may call a toll-free number to receive information about their return to work. The number is 1-866-272-9474. 
· VA Gulf Coast Veterans Care System will close outpatient clinics in Mobile, Pensacola, Eglin and Panama City will be closed on Tuesday, November 10. All VAGCVHCS facilities will be closed on Wednesday, November 11.  For more information about the VAGCVHCS, visit: http://www.biloxi.va.gov. 
Airport

· Pensacola Regional Airport tower and all terminals are open.  Some individual airlines have cancelled flights.  Please contact your airline or the airport for conformation on your flights. 

· Visit www.flypensacola.com for the latest updates.
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Cancellations
· Escambia County Recreations’ Adult Athletics have been cancelled through Wednesday, November 11. 

· Council on Aging of West Florida’s Gulf Breeze caregiver support group is cancelled for Tuesday, November 10.

· Marine Advisory Committee meeting has been cancelled.

· Citizen Academy for Tuesday, November 10 has been cancelled.

· District 3 town hall meeting at Englewood Baptist Church for Tuesday, November 10 has been cancelled.

· Management Services Bureau meeting has been cancelled and rescheduled for November 17.  

· West Florida Regional Planning Council Executive Committee scheduled at 2:30 p.m. Monday, November 9, has been cancelled.
· Escambia Extension’s Diabetes Classes scheduled for Tuesday, November 10 has been cancelled. 

· 4-H County Council meeting at the Langley Bell 4-H Center has been cancelled.
·  The Urban Forest Seminar scheduled for Tuesday, November 10 has been cancelled
Closures 
· Lake Stone Campground has been closed, please call 475-5220 for reopening information.
· Escambia County Equestrian Center has been closed, please call 475-5220 for reopening information. 

· Council on Aging of West Florida offices and congregate meals sites in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties will be closed Tuesday, November 10 and Wednesday, November 11.

· Pensacola Christian Academy will be closed on Tuesday, November 10. 

· The Department of Children and Families Offices in Escambia County (FL) will close at 2 p.m. Monday, November 9 and remain closed on Tuesday, November 10.
· Gulf Coast Office Products will close at 1 p.m. on Monday, November 9 and will remain closed through Tuesday, November 10. 
· Santa Rosa Island Authority offices will close at 2 p.m. Monday, November 9.

· SRIA staff will need to report on Tuesday, November 10 as soon as it is safe to do so.  

· Pensacola Beach Visitor Information Center will close at 2 p.m. on Monday, November 9. 
· All state parks in the area are closed. 
Schools

· Virginia College Pensacola will be closed on Tuesday, November 10, and classes will resume on Wednesday, November 11.
· Pensacola Junior College will close at 1p.m. Monday, November 9 and will remain closed on Tuesday, November 10.  Pensacola Junior College will reopen on Thursday, November 12. 

· University of West Florida will close at 1pm on Monday, November 9 and will remain closed Tuesday, November 10.  Classes and activities will resume on Thursday weather permitting. 

· All public schools will be closed on Monday, November 9 and Tuesday, November 10.
· Pensacola Christian Academy and Pensacola Christian College will be open Monday, November 9.
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Public Safety Information
· Hurricane Ida has been downgraded to a Tropical Storm as of the latest weather update.

· A local state of emergency was declared by the Board of County Commissioners at a specially called meeting at the Emergency Operations Center on Sunday evening.  Escambia County is currently under Tropical Storm Warning. Emergency management staff are monitoring TS Ida and coordinating with other local agencies.
· The emergency operation center is fully activated. 
· Evacuations orders:  Anyone living on Pensacola Beach, Perdido Key, any other low-lying coastal areas or in a mobile home, in any area of the county, is urged to evacuate beginning Monday, November 9.
· Please seek shelter inland with family, friends or, as a last resort, at one of our public shelters.
Health Department

· All locations of the Escambia County (Fl) Health Department closed at 2 p.m. on Monday, November 9 and will remain closed through Wednesday, November 11.  Health Department expects to resume services, at all locations, on Thursday morning at regularly scheduled appointment times. 

· The Escambia County (FL) Health Department H1N1 vaccine clinic at its Fairfield location are closed Tuesday and Wednesday, November 10-11, while the health department operates the special needs shelter for Hurricane Ida response.  School-based vaccination clinics scheduled for Monday-Tuesday are being rescheduled.  

Court Offices
· All court offices have closed for Monday and will remain closed on Tuesday, November 10.

· If you were scheduled to appear in court on Tuesday, November 10, please contact your attorney regarding rescheduling. If you do not have an attorney, please contact the court on Thursday, November 12 to reschedule.

· Baker Act Hearing scheduled for Baptist Behavioral Medicine on Tuesday, November 10 have been rescheduled to 1 p.m. on Tuesday, November 10.

· Domestic Violence Court appearances scheduled for Tuesday, November 10, have been rescheduled to Friday, November 13 at the same times.

· Violation of Probation hearings scheduled for Tuesday, November 10, have been rescheduled to Friday, November 13 at the same times.
County Offices
· All Escambia County Board of County Commissioners’ offices will be closed on Tuesday, November 10.
· If you have a question about a storm assignment or whether or not you need to report to work, please contact your supervisor. 

· County Office Closings

· Escambia County Attorney’s Office closed at 12 p.m. 
· Escambia County Property Appraiser closed at 1 p.m. 

· Escambia County Parks and Recreation Office closed at 12 p.m. 
· Escambia County Tax Collector offices closed at 1 p.m. 
· Perdido Landfill closed at 2 p.m. Landfill reopen at 8 a.m. on Wednesday, November 11. 
· Escambia Extension will close at 12 p.m. Monday, November 9.  

· Leonard Street office building and the Building Inspections Division at Town and Country closed at 12 p.m. 
· Please monitor local media outlets for changes. 
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Citizen Information

· Citizen information phone lines are open. Residents may call (850) 471-6600 with any questions concerning Hurricane Ida.
Storm Preparations
· Bring in or secure loose items:  plants, wind chimes, garbage cans, patio furniture and toys.
· Secure your home and windows.

· Storm shutters and other home preparations should be completed by Monday evening.

· Fuel your cars.

· Visit your bank or ATM for extra cash.

· Secure your boat and other recreational vehicles.

· Check your medications.  Be sure you have a three to five day supply.

· You should have non-perishable food items and water for your family and pets for three to five days.

· Visit www.bereadyescambia.com for more preparation information.

 
Current Storm Information 
· Residents should monitor local media outlets or the hurricane links at www.bereadyescambia.com/local_weather.php for the most current storm information. 
· Local media outlets are at the emergency operations center and can bring you the latest information.

 

Official Escambia County Websites

· www.bereadyescambia.com 
· www.myescambia.com.
# # #
Robert R. McLaughlin, County Administrator         

Sonya M. Daniel, Public Information Manager


