PAGE  

[image: image1.jpg]


News Release

Escambia County 

Office of Public Information and Communications

P.O. Box 1591, Pensacola FL 32591


December 4, 2009
News Release 09-1204- Red Bulb #2-4
Second, Third and Fourth Red Bulbs Appear in Fire Wreath
“Keep the Wreath Green” Holiday Fire Safety Campaign
On December 1, 2009, Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department kicked off the “Keep the Wreath Green” holiday fire safety campaign. Today three green bulbs will be replaced with red bulbs in each wreath representing three residential fires that occurred on Thursday, December 3 and Friday, December 4.

Red Bulb #2- On Thursday, December 3 at 11:44 p.m. a fire was reported in the 300 block of Vera Street. When firefighters from Ensley Fire Station arrived on scene, they found a working fire in a two-story house. At 12:19 a.m. the fire was out, with major damage to approximately half of the house and smoke and heat damage to the rest. There were no injuries reported. The fire is currently under investigation by the State Fire Marshal. The Red Cross is providing assistance to the family of five. Firefighters from Ensley, Ferry Pass, Brent and Bellview responded to the fire. 
Red Bulb #3- On Friday, December 4 at 9:10 a.m. a fire was reported to the Escambia County Emergency Communications Center in the 700 block of Truman Avenue at Oakwood Terrace Apartments. When ladder 12 from Osceola Fire Station arrived on scene, they found smoke coming from an apartment on the second floor of the complex. At 9:25 a.m. the fire was reported out, with major damage to one bedroom in just one apartment and smoke damage to the rest of that unit. An infant in the apartment received minor injuries and was transported by Escambia County Emergency Medical Services to Sacred Heart Hospital. The fire is currently under investigation by the State Fire Marshal’s office. Firefighters from Osceola, Brent, West Pensacola, and Warrington responded to the fire. 

Red Bulb #4- On Friday, December 4 at 10:13 a.m. a fire was reported in the 900 block of Artesian Avenue. When engine 3 from Brent Fire Station arrived on scene, they found heavy fire coming from two windows at the rear of the house. At 10:26 a.m. the fire was under control. There was major damage to one room and moderate damage throughout the rest of the house. There were no injuries reported as the house was unoccupied at the time of the fire. The cause of the fire is currently under investigation by the State Fire Marshal’s office. Firefighters from Brent, Ensley, Bellview, Osceola and the Navy responded to the fire. 
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Escambia County Fire Rescue would also like to remind everyone to be safe during this season and offers a few safety tips involving candles:

· Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won’t tip over easily.

· Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered surface.

· Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any loose clothing away from the flame.

· Don’t burn a candle all the way down — put it out before it gets too close to the holder or container.

· Never use a candle if oxygen is used in the home.

· Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go to bed. Avoid the use of candles in the bedroom and other areas where people may fall asleep.

· Keep candles at least 12 inches away from anything that can burn.
Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department will continue the “Keep the Wreath Green” fire safety campaign throughout the holiday season. This year, the fifth year of the campaign, five-foot wreaths will be on display at 22 different locations throughout the holiday season. These sites are the Old Escambia County Courthouse on Palafox Place, the Public Safety Building on W Street, all 18 primary county fire stations, and two fire stations within the City of Pensacola. Every time firefighters respond to a residential fire a green light bulb will be replaced with a red one to remind citizens of the dangers posed by holiday decorations. 

To help citizens stay safe and “keep the wreath green”; Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department have daily holiday safety tips. The tips for December 4 and 5, 2009 are: 

Dec. 4- 
Heated rooms dry out natural trees quickly, keep the tree stand filled with water. Check the water level daily, and add water as needed. A six foot tree will absorb one gallon of water every two days. 

Dec. 5
Place your tree far away from fireplaces, portable heaters, and heater vents, and be sure it’s not obstructing doorways or in a high traffic area.

Escambia County Fire-Rescue encourages everyone to have a safe and happy holiday season. If you have additional questions regarding fire safety or “Keep the Wreath Green”, please contact Lt. Daniel Akerman at (850) 393-0672.
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