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Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill

Escambia County Disaster Response - Update #1
Following last week’s explosion and resulting oil spill from the Deepwater Horizon Rig, the Escambia County Board of County Commissioners passed a resolution on April 28, requesting all resources available to offset damages the oil spill could create for our water, beaches, environmental resources and local economy. A letter, accompanying the resolution was sent to Governor Charlie Crist.
Currently, proactive efforts are underway to place more than seven miles of booms – large floating barriers that help contain floating oil – around sensitive shorelines in Escambia County. An additional 15 miles of boom will be made available to the contractors, who are working from the west to the east, to extend the protection.
Escambia County Emergency Management and Natural Resources staff are monitoring the evolving situation, reviewing the contingency plans set forth by the U.S. Coast Guard, and actively planning a response and recovery. Officials are in daily contact with state and federal officials and information will be released to the public as soon as it is available.
Following the Exxon Valdez incident, the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 created the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund, which provides up to one billion dollars per incident in oil spill response and recovery, including economic recovery. Businesses, including hoteliers, sport fishing charters, watersports rental companies, etc., that may be negatively impacted are asked to keep detailed profit and loss records and track any cancellations, should a claim need to be presented.
Escambia County has set up a web site, www.EscambiaDisasterResponse.com,with links to the latest details from the Unified Command Center (Coast Guard, Homeland Security, NOAA, BP, Transocean and Minerals Management Service), projections from National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, as well as fact sheets, maps, other documents and contact information.
Contact information is as follows:

To report oiled wildlife, call 1-866-557-1401. 
To report oiled shoreline, call 1-866-448-5816. 
To request volunteer information, call 1-866-448-5816.
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