Questions and Answers
1. What type of crude oil released in the Deep Horizon incident?
This is a light sweet crude oil that has low amount of sulfur 

2. What happens to crude oil when it is released in the environment?

After released, crude oil evaporates most of its light oil components or “weather”.
3. I smell the released crude oil – is this a health concern?
Crude oil can be smell at level lower than the concern level.  The Unified Command and the US EPA have conducted air monitoring tests in the coastal areas potentially impacted by the incident since April 26, 2010.  

Show the daily air monitoring data.

4. What can I do to protect myself from exposure to crude oil? 

Avoid direct contact with the oil.  If you must contact the oil, use the following protection:

· Wear goggles or safety glasses to protect your eyes.

· Wear nitrile or polyethylene gloves.  Do not use latex gloves for the oil will dissolve the gloves.

· Wear waterproof rubber boots or disposable boot covers that can be left at the site for proper oil contamination disposal.

· Wear old clothing or disposable protective clothing that can be left at the site for proper oil contamination disposal.

If you get oil on your skin, you should immediately wash it off with soap and water.

5. What are tarballs?

Weathered oil is dense and stick together to form tarballs.  Tarballs are dark-colored big or small clumps.  They are hard and crusty on the outside, soft and gooey on the inside, like a toasted marshmallow.  
6. What happens with tarballs that wash up on the beach?

As air temperature or water temperature increase, tarballs become stickier -- similar to asphalt on the road.  Sand and debris can stick to tarballs and make them difficult to break open.  

7. Are tarballs hazardous to your health?

Tarballs formed after the light end components in the crude oil have been evaporated.  
Direct contact with tarballs when walking on the beach can lead to skin burn -- similar to walking on hot asphalt on the road.  
8. What should I do if I get oil on my skin?

Wash the exposed area with soap and water.  Take base precaution, for example, wash hands before eating, drinking or smoking.
