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Chain of Succession 
 

County Ordinance 
Part I, Chapter 2, Article III, Division 1 
 
Sec. 2-65.  Designation of emergency interim successors in the event of an 
attack. 
(1)   Applicability.  The provisions of this section shall apply and authorization to 
designate emergency interim successors in the event of an attack upon the United 
States which causes or may cause substantial damage or injury to property and persons 
in the United States in any manner, by use of bombs, missiles, shellfire, or atomic, 
radiological, chemical, bacteriological or biological means or other weapons or 
processes which attack results in the unavailability of the lawful incumbent or 
incumbents is granted only to the following offices:   
(a)   Each member of the board of county commissioners. 
(b)   The county administrator, county attorney, all county department heads, deputy 
department heads and division chiefs. 
(2)   Designation.     
(a)   Within 30 days after first entering upon the duties of the office, the incumbent of 
each office shall designate in writing not less than three nor more than seven emergency 
interim successors to the office and specify their rank in order of succession after any 
duly authorized deputy so that there will not be less than five duly authorized deputies or 
emergency interim successors or combination thereof for the office. The name, address 
and rank in order of succession of each duly authorized deputy and each emergency 
interim successor shall be filed with the clerk of the board of county commissioners, and 
all changes in the duly authorized deputies or in the designation or order of succession 
of emergency interim successor shall be filed with the clerk of the board of county 
commissioners. Designations of emergency interim successors and changes therein and 
in the order of succession thereof shall become effective when filed with the clerk. 
(b)   At least annually, the incumbent in each office shall review and, if necessary, 
promptly revise the designations of emergency interim successors to ensure that at all 
times there are at least five qualified emergency interim successors or duly authorized 
deputies or combinations thereof for the office. This review may also be made at other 
times whenever the incumbent in an office deems it necessary because of changes in 
duly authorized deputies, because a designated emergency interim successor has 
become disqualified to be an emergency interim successor for the office, because the 
incumbent desires to change the order of succession among the designated emergency 
interim successors or because for any other reason a change is necessary or desirable. 
The annual review shall be completed on or before August 1. 
(3)   Qualifications.  No person shall be designated or serve as an emergency interim 
successor unless he is qualified under the Constitution and laws of the State of Florida, 
and ordinances of the county to hold the office to which he or she is designated an 
emergency interim successor, but no provision of any ordinance prohibiting an officer or 
employee of the county from holding another office shall be applicable to an emergency 
interim successor. At the time of his or her designation, an emergency interim successor 
shall take such oath and do such other things, if any, as are required to qualify him or 
her to exercise the powers and discharge the duties of the office as to which he or she 
has been designated an emergency interim successor; provided, that the designation of 
an emergency interim successor for an office subject to confirmation by the board of 
county commissioners shall not require the approval of the board to be effective.   
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(4)   Removal of designees; change in succession.  Until such time as an emergency 
interim successor is authorized pursuant to this chapter to exercise the powers and 
discharge the duties of an office, he or she shall serve as an emergency interim 
successor at the pleasure of the designating incumbent and may be removed, and his or 
her order of succession may be changed, by the designating incumbent at any time 
without cause. In the case of removal of an emergency interim successor, the 
designating incumbent shall promptly designate another emergency interim successor, if 
necessary, to maintain the required number of duly authorized deputies and emergency 
interim successors.   
(5)   Assumption of powers and duties of office.  If, in the event of an attack, the 
incumbent of an office and any duly authorized deputy is unavailable, the emergency 
interim successor to that office who is highest in rank in order of succession and who is 
not unavailable.   
(Ord. No. 2007-11, §§ 1--5, 3-5-2007; Ord. No. 2008-9, § 1, 1-24-2008) 
 




